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May 26: The contra delegation in Managua offered a proposal stating that they would terminate
the war if the government accepts a series of political changes. Included are suspension of military
recruitment; freedom of expression, including the operation of private television channels; broader
rights for labor unions; reduced Sandinista influence over the education system; "procedural
guarantees to permit fair trials"; and, removal of Sandinista party control from the army and the
police. The government's immediate response indicated that the contra negotiators were seeking to
go beyond the framework of the regional accord signed in August 1987 and the ceasefire agreement
reached between the two sides on March 23 in Sapoa, Nicaragua. Nonetheless, government
spokespersons said they were willing to discuss arrangements for future elections, including
the possibility of creating a nonpartisan commission to oversee voting. Chief contra negotiator
Alfredo Cesar said, "This is the first time the resistance is bringing a comprehensive proposal to
end the war permanently." Although Cesar officially heads the contra delegation at this round of
talks, much attention has been focused on the presence of Enrique Bermudez, the senior contra
military commander. A decade ago, Cesar and Bermudez were fighting each other when Cesar
was a Sandinista rebel and Bermudez was a colonel in the National Guard commanded by Gen.
Anastasio Somoza. One of the government negotiators said Managua feared prospects for peace
would disappear into "a Bermudez triangle." Head of the Sandinista delegation, Defense Minister
Gen. Humberto Ortega, said Bermudez was the leader of "the war faction among the contras," and
that he "came to prevent an agreement." Absent from the delegation that arrived in Managua on
the evening of May 25 was Adolfo Calero, for years the most visible contra leader. May 27: Both
sides said progress had been made in the talks. According to Cesar, "We're halfway there...If they
are willing to guarantee a few more points, something important could be signed on Saturday."
Nicaraguan Defense Minister Humberto Ortega, who headed the government delegation, said, "We
are not opposed to the principle of discussing political topics. We are ready to take their concerns
into account." May 28: Gen. Ortega said that the government has accepted key aspects of a contra
plan in order "to put a final end to the blood bath." The government said it would ease Sandinista
party control of the army and the police and guarantee "free and honest elections." Ortega told
reporters, "We have advanced quite a bit. There is a democratic process in our country which the
government is saying can be strengthened and perfected." Contra spokesperson Bosco Matamoros
said the government position "does not consider all the aspects we proposed." He did not specify
which points the contra delegation wanted to see included, but added, "The fact that the proposal
is partial does not mean that it is not constructive." Earlier in the day, Paul Reichler, a US lawyer
who acts as an adviser to the government negotiating team, told reporters: "The government has
accepted every single point on the contras' list. I consider this to be a very historic moment...The
institutions and organs of the state will be at the full service of national interests, as opposed to party
interests." The Sandinistas also offered to reduce the role of local Sandinista Defense Committees
and other mass organizations used to carry out government policies. Reichler said that this means
"the Sandinista organizations will not be able to give out ration cards, unless all political parties
are allowed to give them out." Cesar reportedly insisted that the army stop instructing recruits
in Sandinista ideology, and government negotiators were said to have agreed. Both sides have
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indicated that an accord on political questions should be reached in discussions called "national
dialogue" under the National Reconciliation Commission established after last year's regional peace
accord. The Commission includes the participation of all political parties, and several business and
labor groups. The government proposal promises that "necessary agreements will be reached" in
talks among political parties. If the contras are not satisfied with the agreements, they would not be
required to turn in their weapons. The government plan is based on the principles first established
in the cease-fire agreement reached March 23 in the village of Sapoa, located close to the Costa
Rican border. It would require contras to enter cease-fire zones and to remain in the zones until
Sept. 1, while political talks take place. During that time, the government pledged to reach accords
on all major points cited by the contras in their May 26 proposal. While in the zones, the contra
soldiers would be allowed to receive food, clothing and medicine paid for by the US. The two sides
agreed to extend the ceasefire at least until the end of a new round of talks, scheduled for June 7-9
in Managua. Under the terms of the Sapoa agreement, the government must release all imprisoned
contras once the war ends. Cases of former members of National Guard are to be reviewed by the
Organization of American States, and these prisoners are to be freed only if the OAS concludes that
they are not guilty of serious crimes. (Basic data from several sources, including New York Times,
AP)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

